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Full Marks : 60 Time : 2:30 Hours
[The figure in the margin indicates full marks. Candidates are required to give their answers in their
own words as far as practicable.]

Group-A
_ (Multiple Choice Type Question) 1x15=15
1. Choose the correct alternative from the following :

(i) What does Abrams emphasize regarding the meaning of a text in 'Doing Things With
Texts'? Choose the correct answer.

a) Meaning is fixed b) Meaning is constructed solely by the author
c) d) Meaning is co-constructed by readers and
evolves over time
(ii) Identify from the following the country associated with the theory of Formalism.

Meaning is entirely subjective

a) Russia b) America
c) Britain d) France
(iii) In literary studies Structuralism promotes . Choose the right
answer.
. . . b) The view that litera i ignifyi
3) New interpretation of literary works ) eratueils gne/Signifying

practice among others

c) . d) Unstable structures of systems of
f lit archetypes e
A system account of literary typ signification
(iv) What does Barthes suggest about the 'meaning' of a text? Choose the correct answer.

a) b) It can only be understood within its
historical context.
c) It is static and unchangeable. d) It is determined solely by the author.
(v) Recall the primary point of distinction between 'Work' and 'Text' as argued by Barthes
in the essay "From Work to Text".

It evolves with each reading and context.

a) Work is a physical object; text is digital. by Wark ]s a completed ar'tlfact; textIs.an
open, interactive experience.
¢) Work is for academic study; text is for d) Work is created by authors; text is created
leisure. by readers.
(vi) What is "peripeteia” in the context of Aristotle's tragic structure? Choose the correct
answer.
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a) b) Change or reversal in the circumstances of
A moment of revelation fhenarrative

c) The conclusion of the play d) The introduction of conflict
;S\ .évii) The soul of tragedy, according to Aristotle is . Choose the
& \\Q}DQ‘Q\ right answer.
T N b) Character
Q;Q' \5 @ a) Thought §
\}Rg-' g'r" ¢) Plot d) Tragic ﬂaw'
g (viii) The word 'Catharsis' means . Select the right answer.
b@.'béb a) tragic flaw b) reversal of fortune
S c) purgation d) pride
(ix) Select from the following options the postmodernist thinker.
a) J.F. Lyotard b) Frederic Jameson
c¢) Jacques Derrida d) Michel Foucault
(x) State from the following the option that best explains the concept of “the outside
world" in the allegory and its role in the prisoners' journey from ignorance to
knowledge.
a) "The outside world" refers to the physical b) "The outside world" is a metaphor for the
WoHA beyonq HhEicaye dhd FEpEEsCISie cave, signifying the prisoners' willingness to
sox{rce bl ulfimsite trUtpiand explore their immediate surroundings.
enlightenment.
c) "The outside world" symbolizes th(? . d) "The outside world" signifies the
shadows on the cave wall, emphasizing the g 1 ;
. i st s philosopher's teaching methods.
prisoners' fixation on illusions.
(xi) The Greek word for imitation is . Identify.
a) Catharsis b) Hamartia
c) Mimesis d) None of these
(xii) The term semiology was introduced by ? Select the correct answer.
a) C.S Pierce b) Saussure
¢) Noam Chomsky d) Edward Sapir
(xiii) The term 'autotelic' can be determined as
a) a self-referential, self-contained, self- b) text deriving its meaning from the
explanatory text biographer's information
c) an incomplete text with no meaning d) None of these
(xiv) Reader-response theory is focused on considering which of the following. Infer.
a) How readers learn to read b) How readers imagine visual images in a text
c) How readers participate in creating the d)

. How readers regard critics
meaning of a text

(xv) Select which of the following slogans became significant during the Second Wave

feminism.
a) The Future is Female b) The Personal is Political
c) My Body, My Right d) None of the options
Group-B
(Short Answer Type Questions) 3 x5=15
2. Explain Foucault's concept of the "author function". (3)
3. Explain the idea of the colonsier's anxiety in Fanon's analysis of the coloniser/ colonised (3)

4, Define deconstruction.
5. Summarize the six functions of language that Jakobson talks about.
6. In "The Second Sex" Beauvoir critiques the myth of femininity. Would you agree? Justify (3)

status-quo in The Wretched of the Earth.

(3)
(3)

your answer,
OR

Page 2 of 3



10.

11.

12.

Assess the significance of the Suffrage Movement in the First Wave Feminism. (3)
Group-C
(Long Answer Type Questions) 5 x 6=30

Summarize main ideas in Derrida's essay "Structure Sign and Play in the Discourse of (5)
Human Sciences".
Illustrate the Metaphoric and Metonymic poles of language as discussed in Jakobson's (5)
essay "Two Aspects of Language.".
From your understanding of Aristotle's Poetics, analyse the difference between a poet and (5)
a historian.
Analyse Lyotard's concept of the "incredulity toward meta-narratives." How does this (5)
skepticism reflect the shift from modern to postmodern thought?
Evaluate how the personal becomes a political issue with close reference to second wave (5)
feminism.
M.H. Abrams reconciles the tension between traditional literary criticism and (5)

contemporary theory in Doing Things With Texts. Do you agree ? Justify your answer.
OR
Evaluate Barthes' assertion that the "Text" is a site of infinite meanings.
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