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Fascinating Plant-Insect Partnerships
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Nature showcases amazing partnerships, particularly between plants and insects. Such partnerships are important
for many ecosystems. These interactions support the survival and reproduction of various species and highlight
the interconnectedness of life.
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The Fég and th Fig Wasp: A ﬁmeiess Symbiosis

Fig tree species typically rely on a
specific wasp species for pollination.
This symbiosis is an example of obligate
mutualism, where both species depend
on each other for survival. The fig's
structure and the wasp’s behaviour have
co-evolved with remarkable specificity,
which helps to prevent other insects from
accessing the fig and ensures the tree’s
reproductive success. This also highlights
the importance of chemical signalling as
figs emit scents to attract female wasps
only when they are ready for pollination. i ;

The Enigmatic Orchid Bees
and their Perfume Collection

This mutualistic relationship
demonstrates pollination through
deception in which orchids don’t
offer nectar but still manage to
attract bees through chemical
compounds alone. The bees’
courtship behaviours rely on these
scents, which suggests a strong
evolutionary influence, as orchid
bees that gather more diverse
scents have better mating success.
This interplay of chemical attraction
and behavioural adaptation
underscores how well these
partnerships shape reproductive
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