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NATIONAL

8 G20 Forelgn Ministers’ Mee o Y New

Leaders from around the
world gathered in India for
the G20 Foreign Ministers

Meeting held on st - 2nd
March 2023 The meeting
focused on achieving
common and concrete

objectives. with a particular
emphasis on the need for
resillence In  societies
healthcare systems, and
economees Addressing the
meeting, Prime Minister Shn
Narendrsl Modi highlighted the crisis facing multilateralism today, with global gov-
emance failing in its mandates to prevent future wars and foster intemational coop-
eration on ssues of common interest “Developing countries are particularly affect-
ed by this falure. facing unsustainable debt and struggling to ensure food and

, energy secunty for their people. India's G20 Presidency is seeking to give a voice
to the Global South, ensunng that those most affected by global decisions are
heard™ he sad The Pnme Minister urged the leaders to draw inspiration from
India's civilisational ethos and focus on what unites them all

Bilateral Partnership to Strategic Partnership Status
India and Italy have
decided to elevate their
bilateral partnership to
Strategic Partnership
Status. The decision was |
taken in New Delhi on 1st
March 2023 during the visit
of ltaly's Pnme Minister
Ms. Giorgia Meloni. Both
the countries have empha-
sised on further strength-
particularly in the areas of
Renewable Enevgy Green
Hy LT
bn.m and space. |nmummmmm-w
Bndge to pr boration in the field of entrepreneurship and inno-
vation. The bhlml talks between Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Ms.
Goirgia Meloni centered on ways to enhance defence cooperation, with opportuni-
ties being created for co-production and co-development in the defence manufac-
tuning sector in India, which can be beneficial for both countries. Pnme Minister Shn
Narendra Modi welcomed Italy's decision to join the Indo-Pacific Ocean Initiative,
which will enable India and Italy to identify concrete themes for enhancing their
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific. The leaders also discussed the need for reforms in
muiltilateral institutions to reflect global realities in a better manner. The visit of
Italy’s Prime Minister to India is significant as it marks the 75th anniversary of the
bilateral relations between the two countries

8 India and Australia Sign Agreement on Mutual Recognition of Qualifications

India and Australia have signed an agreement for establishing a framework mech-
anism for mutual recognition of qunlnﬁcauons aimed at facilitating two-way mobili-
ty of young people for education and employment purp The t covers
both education and skill qualifications of the two countries, w-llcrutemoreoppov
tunities for students and professionals, and pave the way for making education the
biggest enabler in taking India-Australia bilateral relationship to greater heights
The two countries have also agreed to explore ways of enhancing research and

o llaborations b \ universities through the mechanism of Joint/
Dual/ Twinning degrees that have been introduced under India's National Educa-
tion Policy 2020.

® Deakin University to Become First Foreign University to Set Up Campus in

GIFT City
- ia's Deakin University has

Centres Authority (IFSCA) to set
up an International Branch
Campus (IBC) in GIFT City,
Gujarat. With this, Deakin Uni-
versity will be able to offer the
same courses and Degree it
offers in Australia in the areas of
Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, Mathematics and Financial
Management to both Indian and foreign students The degree offered shall be iden-
tical or similar to that offered in the home jt on. The of world-
class educational institutions in GIFT City will help d
ecosystem and make available high-end human vesources to the ﬁnancul nsﬂw-
tions. This move will also p deep and
industry, resulting in ﬁnancnal innovations.

DEAKIN

UNIVERSITY

lop a robust ded -

' 2022. The 35-year-old forward scored two goals in the final
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make Acr'r' ceshyp asprational the Nr >
(NSDC) has signed a Memorandum of Understandng ol o=
based Hotel and Tourism Management insttute (HTMI Thodalabomis
cedtificate, diploma advanced diploma and certficaion
trades to aspinng students Under the partnership students

such

Swee modudes over the course of sbx months. The progres will COVEE SIgSES
as Englsh F 2kt ns. font of and adminstation
nglish for hospality operations, font office operaions guest

housekeeping operations, food and beverage production and sennces
services, among others

INTERNATIONAL

In a display of soldarity and commat-
ment to regional stabdity. the Foresgn
Ministers of the Quad member coun-
tnes have once again expressed
their unwavering support for a free
and open Indo-Pacific that is inclu-
sive and resilient. At a recent
meeting chaired by External Aflairs
Minister Shn S Jaishankar in New
Deihi, the leaders of the Quad - the
United States, Japan, Australia. and India - reiterated thew achecrence o the prin- |
ciples of freedom, rule of law. sovereignty. territonial ntegrity. peacefis setliement
of disputes, and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region The Quad ~ Miresters
expressed their concem over the escalating Ukrane-Russa <o < ™e need
for a comprehensive, just, and lasting peace in accordance with Mematonal w
MNMUNMMNMMM% aunch ¢
an Inter | Ballistic h (ICBM) by North Korea on 18th February -__‘
aamdwmmmmwumwei
denucleansation of the Korean Peninsuia and urged North Korea to comply with &
obligations under UNSCRs. The Quad leaders aiso stongly emphasised the
imp of ung peace, dity. and prosperty in Myanmar,
deep at the g situaton n the country. They called for a com-
plete cessation of violence and the release of all those arbiranly detamned

ECONOMY

India Gets GSMA GLOMO Award for Telecom Reforms
India has been awarded the prestigious GSMA GLOMO
Award (Groupe Speciale Mobile Association Giobal Mobile
Award) for its telecom reforms. Receiving the award at the
Mobile World Congress held in Barcaiona on 27t February
2023, Minister for Communications. Electronics & T and
Railways, 'Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, said that  is a testimony
to the transformative changes brought in by the Indian gov-
emment’s Digital India vision, which aimed to bnng connec-
tivity to every comer of the country. In his address, the minister noted that India's
5G roliout is one of the fastest in the world, with nearly one lakh sites in 387 d
tricts. The Indian govemment's structural and procedural reforms for the t
sector announced in September 2021 included notable changes in licensing, spec-
trum allocation, satellite, RoW (Rights of Way) reforms, as well as the creation of
the PM Gati Shakti Sanchar Portal

GeM Celebrates Success of SWAYATT Sche
Under-Served Sellers

A commemorative function was heid in New Delhi to celebrate the success of
“SWAYATT" an initiative to promote Start-ups, Women, and Youth Advantage
through e-Transactions on the Govemnment eMarketplace (GeM). Smt Radha S
Chauhan, Secretary, Ministry of Personnel and Training applauded the efforts of
the GeM in ramping up the presence of under-served seller groups, such as MSEs,
women, Divyangjan and tnbal entrepreneurs, Start-ups, self-help groups, artisan
and weavers, and giving them direct access to government pracurement. GeM is
a Section 8 company set up under the administrative control of the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry. Social inclusion is a coré value at GeM, and the company s
focused on increasing participation from under-served sellers who face challenges
in public procurement.
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SPORTS

Argentina Captain Lione! Messi Bags Best FIFA Footbail Player Award
Argentina captain Lionel Messi has been named the best player
in men’s football by FIFA, at The Best FIFA Football Awards’
held in Pans. Messi won this award for his outstanding per-
formances in men's football from August 2021 to December

against France. France's Kylian Mbappe, also nominated for
the_highly anticipated award of the night, netted a hat-tnick in
the World Cup final. H , Mbappe's t was
overshadowed as Messi finally won the most coveted trophy

Spain's Alexia Putellas won the best women's footballer award for the second
in a row.
(Source: Al
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