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NATIONAL

= PM Modi Launches LIFE Movement on World Environment Day
On the occasion of World Environ-
ment Day on 5th June, PM Shr
Narendra Modi launched the
‘Lifestyle for the Environment (LIFE)
Movement'. The launch also initiat-
ed the ‘LIFE Global Call for Ideas
and Papers’, inviting individuals,
universities, thinktanks, non-profits
and others worldwidé to submit
measurable and scalable behavior change solutions that can drive climate-
fmendly behaviors among individuals, communities and organisations. The
PM said that the vision of LiFE is to live a lifestyle that is in tune with our
planet and does not ham it. Mission LiFE borrows from the past, operates
in the present and focuses on the future. Reduce, Reuse and Recycle are
the concepts woven into our life. The Circular Economy has been an inte-
gral part of our culture and lifestyle, he added. -
= First Ever National Air Sports Policy Announced
Union Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia announced the National
Air Sports Policy-2022 in New Delhi on 6th June. The objective of this
policy is to include India among the top air sporting nations by 2030 by pro-
moting safe, affordable and sustainable air sports ecosystem in the
country. Eleven air sports including Aerobatics, Ballooning, Gliding, Para-
chuting, Powered aircraft and Rotorcraft will be promoted through this
policy. Speaking on this occasion, Mr. Scindia said, this will help in.gener-
ation of one lakh jobs in the sector and increase the revenue from existing
100 crore rupees to 10,000 crore rupees in coming years.
Govt Widens Eligibility for Appointing New Chief of Defence Staff
The Ministry of Defence has issued three separate notifications amending
the rules of the Army, the Navy and the Air Force for the appointment of the
next Chief of Defence Staff, CDS. Serving three-star Lieutenant General in
Ammy, Air Marshal in Air Force and Vice-Admiral in Navy or retired Service
Chiefs or three-star officers can be appointed Chief of Defence Staff if con-
sidered necessary in the public interest. The officers should not have
attained the age of 62 years. The CDS post has been lying vacant since
the passing away of General Bipin Rawat who lost his life in a chopper
crash in Tamil Nadu on 8th December last year.
Green Open Access Rules, 2022 Notified for Promoting Green Energy
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began at 7.27 am. on 3rd June 2022, and
ended at 5 p.m. on 7th June 2022, lasting less
than 5 days. A team of NHAI employees along
with 720 workers from a private company,
including independent consultants, worked day
and night to complete the task in record time
Earlier, the Guinness World Record for the
longest continuously built bituminous was set in
Doha, Qatar in February 2019 for constructing
25.275 km in ten days.

INTERNATIONAL

India, Vietnam Sign Joint Vision Statement for Defence Partnership
India and Vietnam have signed a Joint Vision Statement on ‘Defence Part-
nership Towards 2030" which will significantly enhance the scope and
scale of existing defence cooperation on 8th June. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh was in Hanoi to hold bilateral talks with Vietnam’s Minister
of National Defence General Phan Van Giang. On the occasion, a Memo-
randum of Understanding on Mutual Logistics Support was also inked, the
first such major agreement which Vietnam has signed with any country.
The two sides have also agreed for early finalisation of US$ 500 million
Defence Line of Credit extended to Vietnam. Implementation of the proj-
ects will add substantially to Vietnam's Defence capabilities and further PM
Modi's vision of Make in India, Make for the World.

ECONOMY
RBI Proposes Linking of Credit Cards with UPI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has proposed to
allow linking of credit cards
to the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI). RBI said,
the facility would initially be
enabled for Rupay Credit
Cards after the required
system development is
complete. The proposal
has been made owing to
the fact that the UPI is the most inclusive mode of payment in India with
over 26 crore unique users and 5 crore merchants onboard the platform It
added that 594 crore 63 lakh transactions amounting to Rs 10.40 lakh
crore were processed through UPI in the month of May 2022 alone. The
apex bank hopes that the linking of credit cards with UPI will provide more
avenues and convenience to the customers in making payments.

Govt Enhances TDF to Rs 50 Cr to Encourage Atmanirbharta
Defence =
The Ministry of Defence has approved the enhancement of funding under

“Technology Development Fund (TDF) scheme to Rs 50 crore per project

scheme aims to provide a major fillip to the defence manufactur-
or by encouraging the industry to innovate and develop defence
ies to India on the ‘Atmanirbhar” (self-reliance) trajectory.
23, 25 per cent of defence R&D budget was ear-
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