BIRESWAR BANERJEE

Siliguri: Summer snow-

fall in the upper ridges of
Darjeeling and Sikkim in
early May brought cheer to
stakeholders in the tourism
industry, who noted that
tourist activity was picking
up after the Bengal polls.

Tourism stakeholders
are positive that the number
of tourists will go up.

On Wednesday, heavy
snowfall was reported at
' Nathu-la in East Sikkim and
at Sandakphu in Bengal’s
Darjeeling district.

Nathu-la, near Gangtok
on the India-China border,
sits at an altitude of around
14,000 feet. The Indian

army cleared the roads to
ensure access to the pass,
sources said.

Sandakphu, the highest
point in Bengal at over
11,000 feet, also saw early
morning snowfall that blan-
keted the area in white.

Chandan Pradhan,
president of the Singalila
Land Rover Owners Welfare
Association, said the snow-
fall began around 6am and
lasted briefly.

“We have been wit-
nessing snowfall in these
areas from March through
May over the past couple
of years. Last year, too,
snowfall was recorded on
May 1. Despite the chill,
the weather is now clear,
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Snowstoppers’in May:

TOURIST NUMBERS TO SWELL
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