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Pangolins (Manis pentadactyla), globally threatened and
a wildlife trade icon, remain ecologically understudied.
As burrowing mammals, they act as ecosystem engi-
neers, modifyving soil and habitat structure, enhancing
ecosystem functions. We examined fauna associated
with 19 fresh burrows in Mahananda Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, West Bengal, using 13 camera traps from Decem-
ber 2023 to August 2024 (2401 trap nights). Thirty-four
faunal species were recorded, including 17 mammals,
15 birds, 1 reptile, and 1 amphibian. Activity occurred
across the diel cycle (46.4% nocturnal, 34% diurnal),
Faunal use of the burrows occurred across time, habi-
tat, and behaviour. Pangolin burrows enhance habitat
complexity and support diverse fauna, underscoring
their importance for integrated conservation.
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