Golden jubilee of a win in which India dared the impossible

oday happens to be ex-

actly 50 years to the day

when India beat the
then world record score ina
fourth innings win by chasing
down a target of 403 (406/4)
against the West Indies at the
picturesque Queen's Park
Ovalin Port of
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remote by the minute. Frantic
parlays took place between
the West Indies Cricket Board
and the Indian team manage-
ment about moving the Test
match to Barbados or Port

of Spain, where India had

Kallicharran to get to his

century and then declared,

giving us four-and-a-half ses-

sions to survive for a draw.
Yes, when we went into

bat in the fourth innings

of the match, we were not
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and Co. tried to bang it in

shorter, he was up on his toes,

flicking off his chest to the
square-leg fence.

Mohinder, as stoic as ever,

was defending solidly and,
as always, running smartly
between the wickets, though
ironically, he got run out as
we neared the target set by
Lloyd. It was around this

90-minute post-Tea session.
On the last day, it was the
mandatory 20 overs of

play starting half an hour
after Tea.

We were over the moon
now as the series was level
with one Test match left to
go. The scenes in the change
room were incredible, but we
were conscious that the Win-

sible and thereafter, during
my career, we nearly pulled
off 400-plus targets a couple
more times.

In 1978, Australia setus
493 to get in the fourth in-
nings in the deciding last Tes
in Adelaide with the seriss
locked 2-all. We ended up witt
445, with not one batsman gt
ting a century. Then, a year

g iahad e o ;tasextwesmngﬁthiﬁl‘(- dJesteamoou!?hearu.sasthe later, we nearly got 438 setby
Moﬂheserles with the played barely a weel er. thinking of targe usi Gavask Gund Vi h ing a win was possible, changeroomsjusthadawall  Brearley's and, again @
West Indies being one-up in Havinglostin throedays  survival By theendofthe  SURl Cmasiiar Bl Gundaps Viswanadl ﬁ;’:,,“"mm"”k‘)’“'“ neoded Vishytobataliftle separating the teame, Later,  the 1ot Teot o the s T
Barbados and the second in Barbados, we weren't too day, we were just Aunshu- longer. He too was run out, we were told that we had match was drawn with India
‘Test in Port of Spain being keen on going there again, man Gaekwad's wicketdown  batting thatstay inthemind  joined the steady Mohinder but at that situation, it was overtaken Sir Don Bradman’s  short by 9 runs and twowick-
drawn. The Indian caravan and with the large number with 134 on the board, Since and that knock was the most Amarnath apd they kept the our game unless there was a Aussie team's record of 404 ets in hand.
had moved to Guyana for of Indian-origin supporters 1didn’t want to know how fluent one of my career.1say  scoreboard ticking ata good sudden collapse. That didn’t runs in the fourth innings to Our record chase has
the third Test. We were wel- inTrinidadand havinghada ~ manyrunsThadgottilllwas  most fluent because thenext  pace. Vishy wassimply Vishy,  happenasBrijesh Pateland  winaTest match. been broken a couple of tms
comed by torrential rain, so good, albeit drawn Test match  outand didn't look at the morning I scratched around as he rocked on to the back- Madan Lal played some spar- Some wins stay in the since, but 50 years downthe
the game against Guyanawas  there, we wereonly too happy  scoreboard, 1 wasn't aware for an hour to get another 16 foot and, with thesupershlon klingshotsand took ushome  mind more than others and road, the memories of that
washedout. Therainsdidn't  to get back there. that I was on 86 when the runs before being both caught  bat handle of his, was cutting  with afew overs to spare. this one certainly does. unbelievable win are sl
stop. With the Bourda Oval The West Indies took ablg  stumps were pulled out for andstumpedoff theleft-arm  the ballto the boundary . Remember, thiswasthe  brings a smile or two. lt ms fresh in the minds of all b
flooded, the prospect of the lead in the first innings and the fourth day. Raphick Jumadeen. faster than it came on to the time when a day’s play was from this win that we started ~ who played init.
Test match happeninglooked  Clive Lloyd waited for Alvin There are some patches of Gundappa Viswanath bat. When Michael Holding five-and-a-half hours witha believing anything was pos- Profcamceal Mamsgeme o9
=
—T T 7 S 7 ‘ 7 = ’ =%

4



