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New Delhi: Central educa-
tional institutions have intro-
duced virtual classes, online
meetings, work from home
and reduced use of personal
vehicles following Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's austeri-
ty appeal amid a fuel crisis.

Institutions like the Cen-
tral University of Kashmir
(CUK), Hemvati Nandan Ba-
huguna Garhwal University
and the National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) have issued
orders or notices with instruc-
tions to be followed by stu-
dents, faculty members and
other staff.

The CUK order says that a
dean’s committee had recom-

mended the austerity meas-
ures in view of the prevailing
situation in the country. The
university has mandated on-
line classes and work from
home on Fridays and Green
Saturdays (alternate Satur-
days).

A notification issued by
Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna
Garhwal University, Uttara-
khand, has mandated that all
meetings be conducted online.

« It is hereby notified that
all such meetings requiring
travel of outstation experts/
members, scheduled after 20
May 2026, shall preferably be
conducted through virtual
(online) mode using appropri-
ate online platforms, until fur-
ther orders,” it says.

A circular issued by the
NCERT has urged students

Online study push

and staff who live on the cam-
puses of the five Regional In-
stitutes of Education to walk
to the institution.

“Employees and students
residing within the campuses
should, as far as possible, walk
to the office/institute. Employ-
ees and students in nearby
areas should use bicycles and
public transport. Employees
commuting from distant plac-
es should make maximum
use of car-pooling and public
transport such as buses, metro
and train,” the circular says.

A faculty member of a
central university, who dig
not wish to be identified, saiq
these measures appeared to
have been taken to “please
the government” and that

they might not be continued
for long.



