Gen Alpha
IS going
analogue

What does this forebode
for all things Al wonders
Mathures Paul

L thme when

dults are husy

sharponing thelr
- artiieial intol.
Hienco skills to romain
rolovant In the Job markel,
Toenugors mro souring on Al,
al lonst long onough to mnke
i point. Thero has beon o
marked uptick in salos of
ovorything analoguo or, al
the vory lewst, disconnectsd
rom the Internot — Instant
cameras and turntablos,
wirod hondphones and digl:
(al watehon, The neroen st
nurated generation that grow
tp alongnkdo the nlgorithm in
now pushing buok agadnst it

"I'he mond was captured

vividly enrller this year
when former Google chiloef
oxoculivo Erle Schinldt wan
Boosd — multiple timon
while dlscusslog artificlal
Intelllgence during n com-
mencement nddress at the
University of Arizona, US,
Schmldt traced Al's svolu-
ton from the porsonal com-
puter and the smartphone
Lo s proliferation across
the Intornet and
soclal media, Tho

areloonagers choosing Lo
own somelhing physieal in
aworld thit koo ps telling
thom ownorship s obsalots,

T'hey e hungor for the
tnngdble runs through the
unlikely resurrection of
the [Pord. Diseontinued hy
Applo in 2022, 1t s now nell-
Ingon ey for between $40
vl 300 across Astn. What
draws young peaplo to It in
not the hardwaro; 1t 1s tho
[ Londing musie onto
n deviee that does nothing
olan, that cnnnol ping you
with i notification or serve
you n recommended reol,
has hocoma i nimall net of
robellion, Pop musiclan
Addisom Roe understood
this instinetively whon she
promoted her single Head-
pliones On st yenr through
vidoos featuring a third-gen-
oration IPod Nano, offoring
fins tho chance to win the
dovice linelf,

Comsotte tpes follow the
samo logle. Lou Ottens, the
Dulch englneer who Invent-
ol the format, passed awoy

four years ngo,
but hin croation

audience grow In ntirring a new
restless when ho genaration’s
(lrow a parallol appetito for
hotween Al and mixed tapes and
the transforma- tnetlle listoning.
tivo ]mElncEIE:' the &YOll ulnnkﬁ"mw;llm
! . 0 are selling tor

message from Blank cassettes botween T200
the graduating L = and €700 In India,
climswas unmis- — are selling for  Amertean rock
tnkablo. between220(  band The Strokes

Though In- X have leaned Into
diaspecificdatn — and 270000 the medium to
e peturvo 1118, American SRR
howyoungpeo-  rock bandThe  Shopping — o
Rl about Al StrOkes have itk b o
emorged from n leaned into Is shopping very
pus mi(et  the medium Lo Wkt
Walton Famlly  promote their  dustry expoeted.
Foundation and : In photogra-

h new song Going

GSV Ventures, a . phy, the rebellion
venture capital Shopping  isjust s visible.
firm focused E— Despite smart-
on education phones offering

technology. The proportion
of respondents aged 1410 20
who deseribed themselves
a8 hopoful about Al has
doclined sharply, from 27
percont to Just 10 per cont,
Nearly a third of respond-
ents sald Al made them feel
angry. Close to half of those
swrvoyed sald tho risks of
Al outwelghed its potential
benofits In the workplucoe
an 11-point jump from the
provious year,

What Is striking Is not
Just the disillusionment
but what young people are
reaching for instead. The an-
swer, it turns out, I8 not an-
other app. [tls texture, grain
and friction. In other words,
the deliberate imperfection
of things made by hand and
played through speakors you
can actually see.

Vinyl Is the clearvst sig-
nal. For tho first time this
century, annual LP sules
have erossed §1 billion.

Last year, vinyl purchasos
reached $1.04 billlon in the
US, accarding to the Record
I Industry Associntion

of America, with Tuylor
Swit's The Life of a Shour
gl leading now releases at
1.6 million cuples, These aye
not middie-aged collectors
dusting otf old habits. Theso

100x zoom, sales of point-
and-shoot and instant cam-
orus are climbing steadily,
with Fujifilm and Kodak re-
leasing new models to meot
the demand. Whon young
photographers are asked
what they value in these
Images, almost all of them
name the same qualitios
toxture and grain. The {law,
not the finish, 1s the point.

Evenon thelr wrists and
cars, the statement Is con-
slstont. Wired headphones

plugged invina 3.6mm-to-

USB-C adaptor, cable swing-
Ing freely — are a common
alght again, chosen over
wireless varbuds. The Caslo
WS-B1000 §s being opted for
over expensive smartwatch-
8 that bombard the wrist
with standing alerts, calorie
turgets and active-minute
goals, Young people, It
sooms, would rather just
Know the time

Taken together, these
chuless describo maore than a
nostnlgla trip. Thoy describe
o gonerntion that grow up
promused the Nuture and has
decided, on rellection, that
1t woud prefir a little loss of
it Al tappears, s losing the
one thing that no technology
can atford to lose for lung
the curlosity factor,



