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artik Sahu, a
G0-somothing

private car
driver, spends
hours on Face-
book on his
1:u||mrl|nhum~. When he fs not
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Cwatching trallers of Bongall
[ Nlms, ho is swiping contont
related to politics. A lot of It
s "nows" from individual
"content croators, If Monday
Minds Suvendu Adhikari or
sSamik Bhattacharyn mak-
?\u five promises to sway his
mood, Tuesday turns the tde
of his sentiments with videos
ol Abhishek Banerjee,
That sald, Facebook clips
£ wlll not shapo his declsion
when he votes on April 29.
Forwarded WhatsApp mos-
' sagos comprising lake clips
© ‘might, especially If they
! involvo his toen yoars horo
! Mithun Chakraborty.
On IFacebook, there are
Jayers and checks to spot
¢ synthetic content, oven
' though there are cases where
some slip through tho net.
({1t 18 harder to apply labels
1 to WhatsApp groups and
thelr encrypted chats, The
* platform is home to at least
830 million users, according
il 1o Information sharod by
former Union minfster for
|| information and technology
. Ravi Shankar Prasad in 2021,
Recent reports suggest many
million additions have been
made, but there is no official
word on it. Synthetic content
refers to digital content cre-
ated or modified by AL
1n India, WhatsApp is
where political content mul-
tiplies, gets a major fillip.
| _Armed only with smart-
phones, political forces can
create havoe. According to
the Results of Comprehen-
sive Modular Survey: Tele-
com, 2026 (January to March
2025), approximately 85.5 per

This time,
people have
been receiving
robocalls from
| politicians
in multiple
languages.
Voice cloning
technology can be
| adouble-edged
[ sword

|

¢nt of households in India
Possess at least one smart-
Phone, Furthermore, around
93 per cent of households
1 access to the Internet
Within the household prem-
| Ises. Bengal i no outlier.

S0 while the 2014 elec-
ms were called the Twit-
ter Elections and the 2019
elections were labelled the
atsApp Forward Elec
lons, (he 2024 general elec-
lng gaw Al technologies
| being jntegrated into old
Dlatfrms, But this year's As-
wmbly elections across four
#tates und one Union Ter-
Mlory are India's first truly

Al powered elections.

-
“Using Al, they will try to
spread Lies through fake vid-
oos, We must not fall prey to
* wuch misinformation,” Prime
Minister Narendra Mod) re-
| cently sald while addressing
Jarally In Bengal. His message
could well be repeated verba-
tim by rival parties.
The Al tools that were
used in 2024 have advanced
a greal deal. For uxnmpllu,
back then, more than 50 mil-
liom Al-generated volce calls
"eportedly went oul In two
"umths, These were synthet-
} *ally resurrected voices.
~No

Remember how a certain
Bollywood actor called your
number and in his mesmer-
ising baritone asked you to
vote for a certain party?

Two years ago, a video of
the late Muthuvel Karuna-
nidhi was released in which
he was scen delivering an
cight-minute speech, It had
a substantial reach even
though the politician had
died in 2018. An Al likeness
of Aamir Khan was misused
around the same time to
mock a political party. The
CPM released a video of a
bearded Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee in May 2024, ahead
of the general elections, when
the man himself was alive but
ailing. The video was titled £
Dbhabeo phire asha jaay.

This time, people have
been receiving robocalls
from politicians in multiple
languages. Voice cloning
technology can be a dou-
ble-edged sword — it can
appeal to voters In a straight-
forward manner or criticise
the Opposition. In the New
York mayoral elections, An-
drew Cuomo shared deep-
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| The clutch of states going to polls all through this month is the first to experience application
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of generative Al in elections in any significant measure, says Mathures Paul

Shree Al

BOT, OF COURSE

Use of Al In elections in other countries

B

| NEPAL: An Al-generated campaign
song became hugely popular in the run-
up to the March 2026 elections. Balendra

Shah's supporters sang the song which means “Time's
up, Fake leaders, Game Over.We'll ring the bell on 5

March.” A

ding to reports, Nepal

youth used

Discord, a free messaging platform mainly used by
online gamers, to pick interim leader Sushila Karki in
2025. Her name was originally suggested by ChatGPT.

BANGLADESH: According to Activate

ke mitron...". The politician
can now make a single re-
cording. And then sit before
a camera or microphone and
rattle off the entire list of
places only. Al ensures that
the name of each place is in-
corporated seamlessly into
speeches addressing people
of different geographies,
without sounding odd.
There is no limit to what
an agency can charge for
its services in a campaign.
“Our work has reshaped

Rights, Bangladesh’s 13th National political outreach and em-

Par y Elections were conducted phasised the importance of
within a “digitally saturated envi where ethical Al,” Jadoun wrote in

I misinf lon and Al-g ted decepti aLinkedIn post a year ago.
were ponised to ipulate voter p ption”.
o

UNITED STATES: In the New York In such a scenario, Al has
E mayoral elections, Al was used. While come to suggest mischief, Re-
=———= we know how Zohran Mamdani's opponent  cently, when a controversial

Andrew Cuomo used Al to defame him, there was.
also this allegation that TikTok's algorithm amplified
pro-Mamdani content while suppressing videos

backing Cuomo.

[ | JAPAN: The political party Path to
Rebirth announced in 2025 that an Al
\ | penguin would serve as its new leader,
the resk i

of f

der Shinji Ishimaru

after poor slection results. Mitsutaka Okumura, a

25-year-old gradi d

fake videos of his opponent
Zohran Mamdani. He also
used ChatGPT to generale a
housing plan. Eric Adams,
the incumbent mayor, had
used Al to make robocalls
to New Yorkers, In these he
spoke Mandarin, Urdu and
Yiddish. Al-generated ads
were also common.

Al has been used in elec-
tion campalgns in the US to
target voters, write pollcy
proposals; there is no rea-
son to believe it is not being
used in similar fashlon in
these parts. A quick In-
tornet search and you will
come ncross tender bids like
this one emanating out of
Tamil Nadu. The 2026 notice
reads thus: “Inviting script
for Al videos from media
agencles... 1o make election
awareness videos for Assem
bly elections.”

Divyendra Singh Jadoun
has been a key figure in the
Indian Al landscape. His
firm, Polymath Synthetic
Media Solutions, is at the

tat Kyoto University
h, sald, "l am the assistant

p g in Al
leader, and the Al will act as the new leader.”

TAIWAN: It has been reported that China
has d d

ployed Al-driven sop
propaganda In order to shape public

opinion ahead of local elections in 2026 and
Presidential elections in 2028,

cutting edge of Al technol-
ogy involving the creation
of digital avatars and voice
cloning. In October 2020, he
founded The Indian Deep-
faker, which Is available as a
website and on social media,
It gained recognition for its
Al innovatlons in political
campaigns and Bollywood.

From a one-person op-
eration in his bedroom, his
synthetic media company
has grown. He has worked
on campalgns for major po-
litical parties In the past, but
itis unclear if he is pursuing
any election-related projects
at the moment

And that's the thing.
While companies are happy
to boast about their Al in-

novations, when it comes to
elections and use of Al, they
suddenly turn coy. The rea-
son is not difficult to guess.

From what one knows of
one Al-driven innovation,
one can imagine the wicked
genius of the rest. Jadoun's
past work offers a glimpse of
how volee cloning technolo-
By can be used.

Consider a scenarfo
whore Politician X needs to
address people in Hooghly,
Bankura, Jalpalgurt, Mur
shidabad, Malda and Burd-
wan, elther In a video or an
audio clip. Earlier he would
have had to record the entire
message many tmes just
to incorporate the name of
each place, such as “Hooghly

video of Trinamool defector
Humayun Kabir surfaced,
he dismissed it as “Al-gen-

if they did, digital platforms
would be able to act.
According to reports,
earlier this year, a large
number of people in Japan
used generative Al to help
choose which candidates
or parties to vote for in the
general elections. An Al
engineer even formed a
political party called Team
Mirai. Its campaign style
was different — its Al Anno
answered voter questions.
During school exam season,
it didn’t campaign near test
centres and for this won
the favour of parents. In
some places it hosted talk-
show-style rallies to drawn
in GenZ voters. And it used
YouTube Live to explain
policies while keeping things
light. Moreover, through
an online political funding
transparency system it
developed, it disclosed

There is such a thing as ‘liar’s dividend’
— the more we believe what we
see and hear is fake, the more we
run the risk of disbelieving the
authenticity of everything

erated”. The authenticity of
the video has not been inde-
pendently verified, but since
then, the AIMIM has ended
its alliance with Kabir.

In this case, Kabir's
short-time ally seems to
have decided it is best to be
cautious. But in the tech
world, there is such a thing
as “lar’s dividend”. It is
the phenomenon where the
more we believe that what
we see and hear is fake, the
more we run the risk of
disbelieving the authenticity
of everything.

As Al generation tools
keep advancing, detection
tech is a step behind. Fact-
checking organisations
keep debunking problematic
content but they take time,
In the meantime, deepfakes
travel at the speed of a silver
bullet. Users view fake
content, recognise them to
be fake but do not tlag them;

income and expenditure
details. Team Mirai, founded
only in 2025, won 11 seats in
the 2026 general elections.

But here, for now, Al in
elections is good only for
some backroom campaign
jobs, besides stirring the
misinformation pot.

In Bengal, Al algorithms
are in hot water over how
they have been used by the
Election Commission of
India to prepare SIR lists.
And now, when we in Bengal
are inching closer to poll
dates, the EC has said Al
will flag irregularities on
voting days.

When asked to serve an
Al wisecrack on elections,
Google's Gemini said:

Q: Why did the Al fail the
Bengal Election test”

A: It tried to find a Neu-
tral Network, but in Bengal,
everyone has an opinion!

And that's a wrap.
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