Merciless Sinner decimates home challenge on return to Parisian clay

Paris: Jannik Sinner came — with relentless depth and dropped only three sets, hav-  ond grand slam main-draw Juan Manuel Cerundolo in the only big title missing in
soclose tolifting the Musket-  pace from the baseline, ingalso completed hisfull set  appearance —showed great-  the second round. his trophy cabinet, he also
eers’ Trophy at Roland Gar- By the time the Paris sun of Masters 1000 titles earlier er freedom in the third set. “I'm happy to play at has a mission on the side.
ros last year, only for Carlos dipped below the western this month. He hasn't lost The world No. 171 pro- night. I'm happy to play (dur- Finish building a2 miniature
Alcaraz to snatch it up. This stands, the world No. 1 was since getting beat by Jakub duced some fine shots that ing the) day, whenever they Eiffel Tower with Lego blocks
year the Italian top seed has already one game away from Mensik in the Qatar Open drew roars and briefly irritat-  put me, we'll see,” he said. with his brother.
aminiature Lego Eiffel Tower ~ a two-set lead in his 6-1,6-3, quarter-finals more than ed Sinner but the 24-year-old Later, speaking at the They started the project
in the works with sights set 64 victory in his first match three months ago. quickly restored order. news conference, he admitted ~ when Sinner spent a few days
on the win that slipped from back here. Attempting to become the to always feeling the pressure.  at home in northern Italy
his grasp last year. Last year’s loss — after first Italian man to win the FRENCH OPEN “It's part of usasaten- after his Italian Open tri-
And to that objective, he being two sets up with three singles trophy in Paris since - nis player,” he said. “I do be- umph.
started off his French Open championship points on Al- Adriano Panatta 50 years ago, “I'm happy to be back lieve everyone has pressure “We tried to finish it. We
campaign with a merciless caraz's serve—inafivehour-  he showed little sign of vul- here, where I have great in their work. It's normal. So couldn’t. Because they are
first-round win over Clem- 29 minute marathon must nerability against Tabur. memories. Overall the Itry to take it in a very natu- always the same pieces to-
ent Tabur of Franceon Court  rankle with him but Sinner Sinner broke immedi- first round matches are ral way. I know what kind of gether. So at some point it's
Philippe-Chatrier. has greater motivation this ately to open a 20 lead and never easy,” Sinner said be- playerIam. very boring. But you know
The overwhelming favour-  time too. He is aiming to be- snatched the Frenchman’s fore addressing the crowd “Thenif youdon'tfeelthe  we are not far away, so I know
ite for the title, notwithstand- come just the seventh man in serve again to go ahead 4-1in directly. pressure, it means you don't after this tournament 1go
ingacertain Novak Djokovic ~ theOpenEratocompletethe  ablistering start. A booming : for coming and care. I do care a lot (about) back home and and then I'm
in the fray, fighting forhisre-  career grand slam, joining forehand sealed the opening thanks for being fair to me. whatI'm tryingtoachieveon  going(to) send you guysa
cord 25th grand slam crown, oneof the sport’s mostexclu-  set before the Italian raced Iknow I was playinga a tennis court. In any case, I picture when it's 7
Sinner was all business on sive clubs. through the second almost Frenchman.” try todo my best. I'm a com- Sinner told the crowd on
Tuesday night. He suffocated The four-timegrandslam  without breaking sweat. For his next match, Sin- petitor. I try to put myself in Philippe-Chatrier.
World No. 1 Jannik Sinner during his first-round victory Tabur —another Frenchman  champion came into Roland Sweating heavily and ner will swap the cool of the the best possible position, and “Hopefully — if we don’t
over Clement Tabur at the French Open on Tuesday night. to exit in the first round since ~ Garros on a 29-match win- backed loudly by the crowd, night session for the blazing that'sit.” miss any pieces.”
(Reuters) the start of the tournament ning streak in which he had Tabur —makingonly hissec-  heat of midday to take on ‘While he works towards Witten with inputs from Reuters & AP




