This summer, kids urged to discover books & bonds

JHINUK MAZUMDAR

Calcutta: Two schools have encour-
aged students to use the summer
break to cultivate reading habits,
while another has urged them to
spend quality time with family
members and visit relatives to
strengthen personal bonds.
School heads said holiday as-
signments should go beyond aca-
demics and offer opportunities for
students to read, reflect and learn
from real-life experiences, as a

Ghosh, vice-principal of Mahadevi
Birla World Academy.

Teachers often integrate the
reading activity with classroom
assignments to reinforce learning
and discussion.

At Sri Sri Academy, students
will be required to review the book
they read upon returning from
vacation.

Each child will receive a
worksheet where they can write
about their favourite character or
imagine an alternative ending to

organises an annual festival cen-
tred on a book, with various activi-
ties planned around it.

“We recreate scenes and images
from the book across the school.
Students who have read it connect
with those settings and, at times,
with the characters. That encour-
ages many of them to read more,”
said Ghosh.

The current students belong
to a generation that is used to
screens; they have to be trained to
read, she said.

with their parents, where all their
needs and luxuries are provided
for. Human qualities like empathy,
sensitivity and understanding have
to be inculcated,” said Terence
John, director of education and
development, Julien Day Schools
in Calcutta, Howrah, Ganganagar
and Kalyani.

“The instruction to the teach-
ers is not to burden children up to
Class VIII with holiday homework.
They have to be allowed to relax

and bond with family. Not every-
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