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Calcutta: Autonomous col-
leges across Bengal have
introduced self-financed un-
dergraduate and postgradu-
ate courses in emerging and
unconventional disciplines
to attract meritorious
students.

Ramakrishna
Mission Residential
College (Autonomous),
Narendrapur, has intro-
duced the postgraduate
course in social work this
year. The college will
hold admission tests to
screen students for 40
seats, said principal Swami
Ekachittananda.

“This is a professional
course and offers job oppor-
tunities,” the principal
said.

Behala College, which
attained autonomous
status this year, has intro-
duced self-financed BSc
programmes in cybersecu-
rity, multimedia, and web
development.

The college has also
started a graduation course
in computer applications
(BCA).

St Xavier’s College
(Autonomous), Burdwan,
which became autonomous
this February, has intro-
duced BSc in data science
and BA in tourism and
hospitality management in
self-financed mode.

Father G. Paul. Arokiam,
the principal of the college,
said students leave Bengal to
study professional courses
that offer job opportunities.

“We have started the

es here so that the
exodus of students can be
stopped,” he said.

He added that the col-
lege’s traditional courses
have also become self-fi-
nanced following its transi-
tion to autonomous status,
as it no longer receives gov-
ernment funding.

An official of the educa-
tion department said it is
an encouraging trend that
colleges in Bengal are be-
coming autonomous to offer
courses in sync with
the times and attract
students.
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