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Calcutta: The Trump admin-
istration’s decision to restrict
access to some of the world’s
most advanced artificial intel-
ligence models has reignited
calls for India to accelerate its
Al ambitions, with industry
leaders urging the government
to significantly expand invest-
ments in sovereign Al capabili-
ties, computing infrastructure
and deep-tech research.

The debate gathered mo-
mentum after US-based An-
thropic said it was suspending
access toits flagship Fable 5and
Mythos 5 models for foreign
nationals following a directive
from the US government cit-
ing national security concerns.
The move has intensified con-
cerns about India’s dependence
on foreign Al technologies and
renewed demands for the coun-
try to develop its own large-

scale Al ecosystem.

T.V. Mohandas Pai, chair-
man of Aarin Capital and Ma-
nipal Global Education Servic-
es and former CFO of Infosys,
called on Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi to launch a strong-
er national AI programme
with greater private-sector
participation. In a post on X,
Pai shared comments by Zoho
chief scientist Sridhar Vembu
and said, “PM Narendra Modi,
we need an India AI Mission
under you with Nandan Nile-
Kkani as vice chair and others
from the private sector and
government to help India tack-
le the Al revolution.” *

Arguing that India is “way
behind” in the global Al race,
Pai said existing government
programmes are inadequate
in scale and pace. He proposed
an annual 50,000-crore fund
for deep-tech and Al develop-
ment, along with a ¥2-lakh-
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crore Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme-style fund
to support investments in hy-
perscale cloud infrastructure,
hardware and semiconductor
manufacturing.

The government of India
had launched the IndiaAI Mis-
sion with an outlay of 10,372
crore to develop the country’s
Al ecosystem. .

Infosys co-founder Kris Go-
palakrishnan echoed the call
for self-reliance. “We need to
create our own models for AT

like UPL. Data as public good,
open source models, investing
in next-gen Al hardware like
neuromorphic chips, regula-
tions for sovereign data and Al
etc.,” hesaidon X.

Vembu described the An-
thropic restrictions as a re-
minder that technology has be-
come central to national sover-
eignty. Stressing that “globali-
sation is dead,” he urged Indian
organisations to adopt smaller
Al models, including Indian
and Chinese open-source al-
ternatives. “Anyway, why pay
money to people whodon't even
want to sell to you?” he wrote.

Anthropic clarifies

Anthropic said that the US gov-
ernment’s letter did not pro-
vide specific details of its na-
tional security concerns. “Our
understanding is that the gov-
ernment believes it has become
aware of a method of bypass-
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ing, or “jailbreaking” Fable 5.
We reviewed a demonstration
of this specific technique being
used to identify a small number
of previously known, minor
vulnerabilities. These vulner-
abilities all appear relatively
simple, and we have found that
other publicly available models
are able to discover them as
well without requiring a by-
pass,” Anthropic said.

“We are complying with
the government’s legal direc-
tive and are removing access
to Fable 5 and Mythos 5 for all
users. However, we disagree
that the finding of a narrow
potential jailbreak should be
cause for recalling a commer-
cialmodel deployed to hundreds
of millions of people. If this
standard was applied across the
industry, we believe it would es-
sentially halt all new model de-
ployments for all frontier model
providers,” the Al firm said.




