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Germany’s Manuel Neuer bends to his left to gather the
ball during Saturday’s training session at Wake Forest
University in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. (Reuters)

k to repair reputation

Boston: Germany will look
to start their World Cup cam-
paign with a big win over Cu-
racao, with the four-time cha-
mpions out to repair their da-
maged international reputa-
tion following ﬁrst-rou:}d exits
in the previous two editions.
The Germans, who won
the 2014 edition, have set tl}ei.r
sights on a fifth world title
even though they do not see

themselves as among the fa-

vquzjtes _thjsyear. N
- GROUP E

They could not have hoped
for easier first opponents than
minnows Curacao, the small-
est nation to qualify for the
World Cup. Ecuador and Ivory
Coast complete Group E.

‘Julian Nagelsmann’s Ger-
many are on a nine-match
winning run, including a 4-0
victory over Finland in their
last friendly at home on May
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8land a 2-1 win over the US six
. ago. :

Curacao are rank outsid-
ers, with most of their players
plying their trade in the Neth-
erlands or in lower European
leagues.

But veteran coach Dick
Advocaat, who at 78 will be-
come the oldest coach in tour-
nament history, relishes fac-
ing Germany in their tourna-
ment start.

“Starting against Germa-

ek

ny is fantastic. We will find
out immediately where we
stand,” Ativocaat said.

Meteoric rise

Germany forward Deniz Un-
dav’s imminent debut on Sun-
day was not even a distant
dream four years ago but the
29-year-old is now ready to
crown his unusual career with
a presence on the biggest foot-
ball stage of all.
““Undav, who looked to have

gpped out of contention for
a spot when he was not
up for matches in 2025, is now
the team’s in-form striker.

Four years ago he was ply-
ing his trade in the Belgian
second division and World Cup
participation looked a distant
prospect.

“When I think about where
I was just four years ago I
could not have imagined I
would be here,” Undav said.
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