UK social media

ban for children

MEGAN SPECIA

London: The British govern-
ment plans to ban access to
social media for all children
under 16, Prime Minister Keir
Starmer said on Monday, after
weeks in which the nation de-
bated how it would introduce
new protections for children
online. |

Starmer said the govern-
ment would introduce the
new regulations in Parliament
before Christmas and bring a
ban into force in the early part
of 2027. The measures will also
include restrictions on game
platforms and livestreaming
apps, with more details ex-
pected to be announced next
month.

“I am not prepared to com-
promise on the safety and

happiness of our children, and
that is why this ban must hap-
pen,” Starmer said at a news
conference.

The government has
faced growing pressure to
act on the issue as pub-
lic opinion has coalesced
around the idea that more
should be done to keep chil-
dren safe online.

One YouGov poll in De-
cember found that 74 percent
of Britons surveyed supported
a ban on social media for chil-
dren under 16. -

Starmer acknowledged
that the ban might not be per-
fect and would not be cost-free,
but he added: “Government is
always about choices, and it’s
clear to me that a full ban is the
right choice.”

New York Times News Service

-




