In the American summer, the real rival is off the pitch
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Calcutta: The 2026 Fifa
World Cup has barely
passed its first week, but one
opponent is already making
its presence felt across all
48squads: the American
summer.

midity. There will be a lot of
challenges in this World Cup.
The heat is one of them but
‘we are prepared already,” he
said earlier this month.

His anxiety is compound-
ed by a more familiar con-
cern: most of his players ar-
rive offthe back of a gruelling

Argentina’s Diego Maradona,
not a man given to diplomatic
restraint, was furious. Eight
vears later, when the United
States last hosted the World
Cup, a historic heatwave
made conditions almost as
severe; teams adapted as best
they could, with none

in his suit on the touchline
in New Jersey on Saturday,
substituted Casemiro in the
3dthminute not because the
humidity had beaten him, but
because Morocco's 19-year-
old Ayyoub Bouaddi was dis-
mantling him.
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