Are we really
ready for smart
glasses?

Mathures Paul on a tech
trend and the tensions
5 at the heart of it

he market for smart
glasses is expected
toaccelerate, ac-

cording to HSBC
Holdings Plc analysts. They
highlight the early success
of the glasses made by
EssilorLuxottica in collabo-
ration with Facebook parent
Meta Platforms.

This union of technology
and fashion is seen on New
York’s Fifth Avenue shop-
ping promenade as much as
on Calcutta’s Park Street.

According to EssilorLux-
ottica, the parent company
of Ray-Ban and Oakley, over
seven million pairs were sold
last year, and McKinsey's
2026 State of Fashion report
predicts that smart frames
will “redefine the wearables
landscape in 2026".

That growth is being
driven by competition. Meta
isnot alone in the game.

the right settings for his or
her environment.

‘The Qwen Smartglasses
S1 takes the screen idea fur-
ther still, with a Waveguide
display inside the lens. Users
can scroll through apps by
swiping on the right frame
of the temple. When the
translate app is opened, it
can automatically detect if
somebody is speaking ina
different language.

These benefits are real.
The technology helped
someone like Tilly Dowler,
who has Stargardt disease
and only about 10 per cent
useful vision, participateina
marathon in the UK.

But the same camera
that helped Dowler navigate
is also what makes smart
glasses easy to weaponise.
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glasses solve a different
problem. There are many
people who conld benefit
from wearing a he:

ald but sometimes do not
because they do not want it
toshow. This pair of smart

boosting
people's voices, The accom-
panying smartphone app
allows the user to choose
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recording Is illegal. The
backlash has already pro-
duced countermeasures:
apps have appeared that
use Bluetooth to scan for
nearby camera glasses, such.
as NoGlasshole. PimEyes, a
subscription-based service,
uses facial recognition tech-
nolo(,y to find online photos
of a person.

The future of these
Al-driven smart glasses
depends on which side of the
story the user is on.



