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Garry’s warm-up: With
the side of the bat

RAJU MUKHERJI

wo names will ap-

pear in every cricket

follower’s world XI:
Donald George Bradman
and Garfield St Aubrun
Sobers. Forever they will be
enshrined in the ultimate
X1 of Test cricketers.

Till 31st December, 1958,
we in Calcutta had not seen
Garry Sobers. We had only
known that he was the
world record holder with
365 runs in an innings. And
in the previous two Tests
on this tour of India with
Gerry Alexander’s West
Indies team, he had scored
two hundreds: 142 not out
in Bombay and 198 run out
in Kanpur,

® Raju Mukherji is a former
Bengal captain and ICC
match referee

during a match at the
Eden Gardens

At the Eden Gardens,
the West Indies won the toss
and batted. Openers Conrad
Hunte and John H(ggf(ft
early. At No. 3, the -
some Rohan Kanhai walked

in. As the second wicket fell,
the crowd stood up in expec-
tation of the man they had
come to watch.

In the NCC enclosure
where I was, the spectators
began to cheer: “Sobers,
Sobers....”

The huge NCC score-
board too put up Sobers’s
name.

However, as an eight-
year-old cricket-crazy
youngster, I told my mom
beside me that the player
was not Garry Sobers but
Collie Smith. The gentle-
man beside us gave me a
condescending smile and
furrowed his eyebrows.

As Smith took guard as a
right-hander, the score-
board changed the name
and the gentleman gave me
a warm pat on the back.
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Kanhai scored a blistering
256, followed by Basil Butch-
er’'s 103. In the meantime, one
left-handed artist — this time
batting at number six — re-
mained unbeaten on 106. His
languid walk and the grace of
his movements captivated the

Eden Gardens connoisseur‘as’

well as the common man, He
never seemed to hit the ball,
merely to caress it.

On reaching his hundred,
Sobers raised his bat but low-
ered his head in a gesture of
the utmost modesty. What a
lesson to learn.

The West Indies with their
free-flowing manner and smil-
ing faces transformed the
Eden Gardens forever. Crick-
et at the Eden was never the
same again. The mad rush
for Test match tickets in Cal-
cutta began with Sobers and
Kanhai, Wes Hall and Roy
Gilchrist.

Next, Sobers arrived in
Calcutta with Jim Swanton’s
X1, and then for Mohun Bagan
AC’s platinum jubilee match

in 1964. On both occasions,
his sheer artistry flowed till
the customary century was
recorded. Wherever he went
around the cricketing world,
he overwhelmed as much with
his lazy elegance and graceful
athleticism as with his phe-
nomenal performances.

The next time he was at the
Eden was in 1966-67. Before
the start of the first day’s play,
Sobers, now the West Indies
captain, was having a bat-ball
“warm-up” knock-about on
the practice pitch without nets
in front of the NCC enclosure.

1 was close to the scene,
holding onto the low fencing,
gaping at him. What I saw was
amazing. One of the reserves,
Rex Collymore, a left-arm
spinner, was bowling to my
cricketing God. He was softly
pushing the ball back to the
bowler. I was thunderstruck

—

Garfield

when I noticed he was using
the narrow width of the bat!

He was not using the broad
blade of the bat but batting
with the edge! Batting with
the edge without being beat-
en even once! In all my expe-
rience, never have I seen an-
ybody else do this with such
ease and elegance.

On the second day of the
Test, the CAB organisers sold
more tickets than the accom-
modation in the stadium. The
crowd went berserk. They
climbed the low iron fencing
around the ground and chased
the police and the administra-
tors. The day’s game had to be
abandoned.

The West Indies players
were, quite rightly, unwilling
to continue the Test because
they felt insecure. The local
manager of the West Indies
team was Dilip Ghosh, an er-
udite man and superlative ad-
ministrator, He rushed to for-
mer West Indies captain Sir

Frank Worrell, who was on a
lecture tour at Jadavpur Uni-
versity.

Worrell impressed upon
Sobers, his protégé, that the
representatives of the West
Indies Federation had to be
impeccable guests, The match
continued. Within months, Sir
Frank had passed away,

_ The greatness of two crick-
eting knights — Worrell was
knighted in 1964 and Sobers in
1975 — showed the world what
cricket and international re-
lations were all about. They
were two pioneer personalities
whose selfless sportsmanship
helped make the West Indians
'tht::h most rltaspected cricketers
in the world, a fro i
the best. part from being

I met Sir Garry just
at the Nottinghamsjhireo(rllg%
in 1977.1 was in the second X1
while the genius had finisheq
his superlative career with the
count.y club in 1974,

His prime message was:

grace & lazy elegance on the

it cric!(et’s ambassador

“Enjoy the game and give en-
joyment to others.”

Wherever Sobers went, he
was the foremost ambassador
of cricket. His generosity, his
genius and his sportsmanship
were beyond words and ages.

Sobers needed no appel-
lation or awards. But gener-
ations bowed their heads to
him and hailed him as “the

greateﬁ;‘ Fov |

ALIPURDUAR

UNIVERSITY
P.O. Alipurduar Court
Dist. Alipurduar-736122

Admission Open
Admission in M.A., M.Sc. and M.Com
and Ph.D in Alipurduar University is
open for the Academic Session
2026-27. For details please visit
https:/lalipurduaruniversity.ac.in

Registrar (Officiating)
Alipurduar University

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-TENDER NOTICE
e-Tender is invited by the E.E., NTKMD,

PH.E. Dte. on behalf of Governor of
West Bengal vide Ref. No.
PHE/NTKMD/e-11 of 2026-27 and ID :
2025_PHED_1032924_1 for for Electro-
Mech works under Thakdari Mouza in
New Town. Details will be available in
the website n The last
date for submission of tender Is
05.08.2026 upto 10:00 A.M. Sd/- EE/
NTKMD, P.H.E.Dte. CA- T12762(3) 2026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

ine NIQ Is invited by the EE, BNWD,
gw.';;e., govt of W.B. vide e-Quotation
Tender No. WBPWD/EE/BNWD/NleQ-
06e/2026-27 for the wark of Supply of
05 nos. new 120 litre capacity water
purifier and water cooler with providing
compressive AMC of those machines for
five years at office premises of
Department of Planning & Statisties,
Govt. West Bengal, Joint Administrative
Bullding, Salt take. (T/iD:
2026 WBPWD”5016373_1?‘. 8id
proposal submission start d;;!ss tl;.v:'g
(Online)-ZO/?E/‘fgg‘?ssf_‘f::‘ end. datu- &

054

::,\ep{g?nline) 01/08/2026 upto t?dong
iy Inu"dm‘tb:\dgm .Nwm:u:ss ite
a3 qig;‘n;nd(h'csomc.
hitp://etendecui.l WD,
notice board. 54/ EE. p‘&m ~

OF WEST BENGAL

GOVERNMENT

E-Il/KNHD/NIQ-
NiQ ﬁf,&%‘r (3rd Calf

2026 WBPWD_5016902_1
s e fth Division,
lkata North Hea
:.E.‘Il, !(u ftes online quogtlon for the

WD, InVICE Day operation of pump
wark: “DIY 2 trolling valves in water

Teader IO




