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CALM CONQUERS CHAOS

Fabian Ruiz and teammates celebrate Spain’s second World Cup title during an open-top bus parade in Madrid on Monday. The champions (picture right) first visited the royal family

~

at the Zarzuela Palace upon arriving home earlier in the day. (Pictures: Reuters & X)

SPAIN’S CUP

Coach upholds
‘values’ of
Class of 2026

East Rutherford: Spain
coach Luis de la Fuente said a
team-first mentality powered
his players as they beat Argen-
tina 1-0 on Sunday to win the
World Cup for the second time
and establish themselves as
international football's domi-
nantside.

Coach Luis De La Fuente
lifts the World Cup trophy.
(Reuters)

De la Fuente, who at 65 be-
eame the oldest coach to guide
a team to a World Cup tri-
umph, led Spain to the Euro
2024 title and his team are
now unbeaten in 38 matches
in all competitions — a record
for any team from Europe or
South America.

“In the past people were
surprised about footballers
being talented and skilled and
being good people,” he told re-
porters. “We are the most unit-
ed team and that is thanks to
having people with solidarity,
values.”

Spain beat the defending
champions 1-0 after extra time,
with the winner coming from
substitute Ferran Torres in a
testament to the group men-
tality that has propelled them
through the tournament.

“I'm so proud of this gener-

ation of footballers who have
grown up with this philoso-
phy, remained true to it, made
iteven better, and set an exam-
ple as a team and a family —
they’re excellent, world-class
footballers with exceptional
talent,” De la Fuente said.
“T'm very moved. Looking
back and thinking about them,
we've won everything, abso-
lutely everything, with this
generation of plavers.”

RESULT
SPAIN | ARGENTINA
1 0

After exira tme

Asked whether he was con-
sidering stayingon for the 2030
tournament, De la Fuente said
he would take time to decide
his future. “We are where we
want to be, we are privileged
with our players,” he said. “We
are not in a hurry, we must
enjoy this, maybe we’re think-
ing about September and the
next few matches, but this is
something historic, let's take it
onegame ata time.”

Matchwinner Torres said
his goal belonged to the whole
of Spain and expressed his re-
lief at finally delivering for the
team after criticism of his per-
formances in the tournament.

“It was a goal scored by 47
million people. It was destined
to happen; it was meant tobea
winner,” he said. *“Whilst all fi-
nals are tough, when you're up
against (Argentina's Lionel)
Messi, youdoget abit nervous.
We played better football."

The coach also praised the

19-year-old Lamine Yamal for
his contribution to the team's
cause. “He's played great foot-
ball, a football that will help
him to mature and be even a
greater footballer than what
he is," de la Fuente said. “He's
really sacrificed for the collec-
tive good, and this is very im-
portant in our squad.”

With inputs from Reuters
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Argentina
Possession 135 |

Shots at goal
Shots on target
Final third entries
Passes completed
Crosses
HOW SPAIN WON IT

As the match statistics show, Spain
could spread their wings with their
|possession-based football in the final.
They had more than double the number
of completed passes than Argentina,
had more shots on goal and much
more final third entries. They
recovered possession quickly

allowed Al less

space. Not just control, the
understanding and cohesion
between the players were
also exemplary. With multiple
players, like Unai Simon,
Mikel Merino, Fabian
Ruiz, Dani Olmo, Mikel

and Rodri,

‘The Argentines were
confined to a small pocket

of space in the field of play.
With more backpasses than
forward movement, goalkeepe
Emiliano Martinez took 21

that they undenutilised their best
bet, Lionel Messi, for most of the

match. Not enough balls were

sent Messi's way. also
lacked a counter-press, allowing
afree hand. In regulation
time, Argentina had zero shols
on goal and only 39 touches in
the attacking third. It seemed
coach Lionel Scaloni wasn't
interested in addressing it as
he kept Lautaro Martinez out
of action. Maybe Scaloni was
limiting himself, thinking ot a
Eome
's late red card

upset his plans.

Spain’'s Clean sheets Spain conceded
3 unbeaten kept by Unai 1 just one goal —
streak, a Simon in eight the fewest ever
record. The lasttime | matches —the most | during a World
they lost was the 0-1 ever registered in a Cup-winning
defeat to Colombiain | single World Cup campaign
March 2024
Goals The number of passes
1 scored by 7 9 completed by Rodri at this
Spain. World Cup. That's 152
They had scored 8 more than what he did at Qatar 2022
In thelr title-winning
campaign in 2010

i Minutes played by
7 50 Spain defenders Marc
Cucurella and Pau

Cubarsi — the joint-most among outfield
players alongside Argentina midfielder
Alexis Mac Allister

Turnovers ;
B Y S 1

Second star
for La Roja no
accident
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Spain join West Germany
(1972-74). France (1998-2000)
and their own golden genera-
tion as only the fourth side to
hold the World Cup and Eu-
ropean Championship titles
simultaneously. Coach Luis
de la Fuente, 65, has now won
every honour put in front of
him: the European Under-19
and Under-21 titles, the Na-
tions League, Euro 2024, and
now the World Cup. He has lost
just twice since replacing Luis
Enrique in 2022
That success is no acei-
dent of one golden cycle but
the product of a pipeline. Unai
Simon, Rodri and Mikel Meri-
no were part of De la Fuente's
Under-19 champions in 2015;
Simon, Merino, Fabian Ruiz,
Dani Olmo and Mikel Oyarza-
bal followed him to Under-21
glory four years later. It is the
kind of coordinated develop-
ment, as former Arsenal man-
ager Arsene Wenger once ob-
served of international foot-
ball's usual “fast food™ ap-
proach, that most nations talk
about but rarely build. Spain’s
current dominance of club
dugouts — Pep Guardiola and
Luis Enrigue among Europe’s

Defensive
3 O 5 pressures applied

by Dani Oimo

Dribbles completed

3 by Lamine Yamal, the
most at the 2026 Cup.
France's Kylian Mbappe had 28
completed dribbles, while
Argentina’s Lionel Messi had 25

Number
1 O of saves

Spain
goalkeeper Unai
Simon made
across the
entire tourna-
ment. Argentina's
Emiliano Martinez
had to make 11
saves in the final

Spain never
ralled at

World Cup

elite, five Sp

Premier League sides, includ-
ing Mikel Arteta of champions
Arsenal —is the same phileso-
phy exported.

Individually, almost every
key figure arrived in North
America with something to
prove. Rodri returned from
an anterior cruciate ligament
tear to win the Golden Ball
without a single goal or assist,
controlling matches from deep
with the kind of anenymity
that only elite midfielders can
afford, Lamine Yamal came
back from injury to remain the
closest thing this Spain side
has to a rock star. Pedro Porro
had just avoided relegation
with Tottenham; Alex Baena
endured a rough year at Atlet-

ico; Torres had spent monthy
being mocked for his
sistency at Barcelona. Cubar

sl, just 19, was quietly imperi.
ous throughout, finishing the
final with 121 successful pass.

s at 96 per cent accuracy and
six clearances, and walked
away with the Young Player
awart ahead of his own Baros.
lona teammate Yamal.

“I'm so proud of this gener-
ation of footballers who have
grown up with this philoss-
phy, remained true to it, mads
it even better,” De la Fuents
said afterwards, adding that
none of it would have been
possible without “the knowl-
edge of the raw materials and
the way Spanish players play
and compete”

Argentina’s night ended in
bitterness rather than grace.
As Spain’s bench poured
onto the pitch, Leandro Pare-
des shoved Eric Garcia to the
ground, then wrestled Gavi
down and appeared to lash out
with his feet, earning the Boca
Juniors midfielder a red card
and likely further sanction. It
was an ugly coda to the cham-
pions’ first final defeat since
July 2021, and a reminder that
Messi's extraordinary individ-
ual legacy — one shot on tar-

getall night, marked outof the
game by Rodri — could carry
his teammates only so far.

For Spain. the future looks
luminous. Yamal and Cubarsi,
both still teenagers, already
own World Cup, European and
Olympic medals. Pedri, 23, was
left out of the starting XI from
the quarter-finals onward and
still altered games in 20-min-
ute cameos. Gavi turns 22 next
month, Nico Williams turned
24 this month. This is a squad
deep enough to bench two of
its most gifted players and still
crush the world's best

Sixteen years after Inies-
ta's strike in Johannesburg,
La Roja have their second star
Given the age of this dressing
room, it may not be the last.

(From lef) Spain’s Pau Cubarsi (Fifa Young Player),
captain Rodri (Golden Ball winner) and goalkee per

Unai Simon (Golden Glove

winner) at the presentation

ceremony following the World Cup final in New Jersey
on Sunday. The Netherlands (not in picture) were awarded
the Fifa Fair Play trophy. (Reuters pxture)




