Reaching for the sky, with every brushstroke

JHINUK MAZUMDAR

Calcutta: The mind reaches
for the sky, but the body is
bound to a wheelchair, said

Putul Biswas found a way to
express that feeling through
her work — a collage show-
ing a solitary wheelchair
beneath a towering coconut
tree, almost touching the
sky.

The artwork was sold
within the first hour of
the exhibition My Voice
Through Art, which cele-
brates the creativity and
self-expression of persons
with disabilities.

Biswas, 55, who has com-
plex communication needs,
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the black-and-
white-and-grey collage: “The
soul wants to touch the sky,

but the body is bound to the
wheelchair.”

The advocate for disabil-
ity rights said the work also

took her back to her child- gether five artists from [ICP
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mented with colours. Four IICP artists
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“Your identity asa
person with disability is
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experiences, but it should
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inaugurated by Swami looks out of a window as.
butterflies enter her room.
of the Ramakrishna Mission | “When I sat to draw this, I
Institute of Culture; Swami | was transported to the land
Si who over- of fairytales,” he said.
sees its museum; Anjumit
Nobis, honorary CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 »




