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VISUAL ARTS
SOUMITRA DAS

! trange were the paint-
* N ings and illustrations

- &J of the all-but-for-

. gotten artist, Gopesh

; Chakravarty (1905-1993),

" who was self-taught. Dwija

, Gallery of Rajkot held a

; retrospective of the artist

. atthe Birla Academy of
+Art & Culture for an as-
 Sessment of his work in
 the context of the Indian

" modern art movement,

+ The exhibition, Stranger

Forms: The Forgotten Art of

GC Chakravarty, traced

- his career as an artist.

'Sart was once

deeply appreciateq by people

\ of eminence, The exhibition
was well-displayed and the
wall texts were informatiye,

~ A catalogue with an essay

. on Chakravarty’s career

" by Ankan Kazi came as a

" bonus. ’

. Chakravarty did not

 confine himself to a single

 subject or style. He conjured

-up adark, gloomy and, at
times, sinister and night-

Larish world that existed

-

in his imagination but was
also a reflection of the turbu-
lent times in which he lived
— wars, famines and the
struggle for Independence.
His social commentary

in certain satirical works
was sharp and incisive. In
this, he was inspired by
Gaganendranath Tagore
and his targets, such as prob-
lems that beset India and

- religious hypocrisy, were

similar to those of Tagore.
hakravarty haq done some
wonderful drawings and
llustrations of translated
texts where the Western in-

fluenceis quite obvioys, He

was fascinated by Hollywood
anda drawing of g flapper

Provides evidence of his cap-
tivation. His literary inter-
ests were evident from the
monochromatic watercoloyr

of Edgar Allan Poe’s famous
photograph,
He conjured up a shad-
owy world with dimly-lit city
stree'ts, looming bujldings,
glowing gaslights, cloaked
gures l-(eeping vigil at
Night, pilgrims trekking
Periloyg Inountain pathg

(Picture, left), murk fi
gro.tesques‘, and fant};sgg:?ts'
uations that could only have
emerged from the Subcop-
SClous. His airy draMing of
Gaq jiisin direct con

to his stygian Portrait of

Yahya Khan like ah ;
of prey. {8ebird



