Ethanol in
diesel fails
safety test

New Delhi: Ethanol-blended
diesel failed required safety
specifications because the addi-
tion of ethanol sharply lowered
the fuel’s flash point, minister
of state for petroleum and nat-
ural gas Suresh Gopi said in a
written reply to Parliament,
effectively ruling out the fuel
for wider use unless the techni-
cal issue is resolved.

Public-sector oil marketing
companies conducted scientific
evaluations of ethanol blend-
ing with diesel through their
research and development
centres, in collaboration with
accredited laboratories and au-
tomobile manufacturers.

The finding comes as India
seeks to expand the use of eth-
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anol as a transport fuel and
explore new outlets for rising
domestic production. The gov-
ernment has so far focused its
ethanol blending programme
on petrol and has set a target
of 20 per cent blending.

On blending isobutanol
in diesel, the minister said,
“Isobutanol is not being blend-
ed with diesel.”

Meanwhile, India is consid-
ering restricting the amount of
sugarcane used for ethanol in
the season beginning October
to boost sugar output and try to
calm record prices, two govern-
ment and two industry sources
told Reuters. PT1and Reuters
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