2 WARNINGS, THEN A SCAMPER TO HIGHER GROUND

Principal who saved 900 pupils

Bidur, Nepal: Rajendra
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Associated Press. north-central Nepal had Dawadi told the driver to completely destroyed,

As he followed themtoa | 1,643 students. At least 900 turn back, he said. The bus putting the education of
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Dawadi’s quick thinking and
swift response during the dis-
aster have been hailed as an
act of heroism. When he re-
turned to the site of the school
 days later, parents embraced
him as they thanked him for
- saving their children.

“Their parents hugged me,
they cried with me,” he said.
“They were emotional.”

Student Suvina Tamang,
14, said the school’s three-sto-
rey building was swept away
shortly after all the students
had been evacuated.

“I will thank him when I
see him” for saving my life, she
said.

But Dawadi is reluctant
to accept the role of hero. For
him, rescuing his students
was his responsibility. Now he
- says, students will need psy-
- chological counselling. Then,
lessons must begin again,
even if the school must tempo-
rarily relocate.

His appeal to the Nepalese
government is simple: rebuild
the schools and get children
back to classes.
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