Vegan areca Palm leather — wagte
to wealth generation through
agri-start-up
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Areca leaf sheath, a by-product which was earlier wasted
by farmers in the field, has now founq utility in agro-
based industries, Several areca leaf plates and bowl
manufacturing ypijts have mushroomeq in the hinter-
land, which escalated the demand for leaf sheaths, Due
to the rapid growth of arecanut Production, the state
has a vast supply of raw Mmaterials, However, the existing
areca leaf product industries cannot fully utilise this
abundance. As 3 result, entrepreneyrs can explore alter-
native uses for this valuable resource, Start-up India, a
flagship scheme of the Government of India that ep-
courages entrepreneurs, hag resulted in an enterprise in
Shi\-'ammogga, Karnataka that converts waste in the
form of areca leaf sheath to wealth in the form of palm
leather. The innovation lies in the manufacturing of
palm leather without causing environmenta] pollution,
The present study examined the €conomics, economje
viability and SWOT factors of this start-up. Arecanut
growers reaped net returns of Rs 38,000 from the sale
of leaf sheaths, The entrepreneur made net returns of
Rs 116.22 from indoor slippers, Rs 76.98 from diary
covers and Rs 253.52 from vanity bags. The positive net
present worth of Rs 7.2 crores, benefit ; cost ratio of

the enterprise to encash the glaring demand for palm
leather,
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