Cheikh Hamidou Kane

Celebrated
African

author
dies at 98

ADAM NOSSITER

New York: Cheikh Hamidou
Kane, a Senegalese writer
and civil servant whose 1961
novel, Ambiguous Adventure,
reshaped perceptions of the
colonial relationship, has died.
He was 98.

Kane’s death was an-
nounced by President Bassir-
ou Diomaye Faye of Senegal
on social media. He died on
Sunday at home in Dakar, Sen-
egal’s capital, according to his
son Amadou Kane,

“He gave generations of
Africans the words to grapple
with a question that still haunts
us: that of opening ourselves to
the world’s knowledge without
losing anything of who we are,”
Faye wrote. “His work now be-
longs to the heritage of our Na-
tion and of all Africa.”

Despite publishing only
two novels, Kane achieved
the status of Pan-African seer
and was lauded as one of the
founding fathers of African
literature and as a writer who
subtly captured the shock of
colonisation from the perspec-
tive of the continent’s people.

In Ambiguous Adventure,
Kane focused on the psycholog-
ical trauma of colonisation, es-
pecially on the colonised elites.
Kane, whowasa young novelist
writing at the dawn of African
independence, modelled the

| novel’s principal character,
Samba Diallo, on himself.
The novel won the Grand

Literary Prize of Black Africa
in 1962.
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