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The red-breasted merganser Mergus serrator has a
widespread global distribution with a stable population
and is considered a winter vagrant in South Asia. Since
2016, this species has been recorded six times from
many states in India, prompting us to analyse the speci-
mens of the species deposited in the Zoological Survey
of India’s National Zoological Collections. From histori-
cal collection records and present sighting trends, it
can be assumed that the species might be regularly visi-
ting wetlands in India but in scarce numbers, thereby
either escaping from the attention of birders or misi-
dentifying the individuals as common merganser in the
Himalayan terai. The implication of the present study
is an update to the checklist of birds in India.
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