IIT awaits nod
for MD course

SUBHANKAR
CHOWDHURY

Kharagpur: IIT Kharagpur
plans to introduce a postgrad-
uate MD (Doctor of Medicine)
programme next year.

~ A National Medical Com-
mission (NMC) team visited
the institute before Durga
Puja to inspect its infrastruc-
ture. The institute expects to
receive permission soon.

If approved, IIT Kharag-
pur will become the first IIT
to offer a postgraduate medi-
cal programme, said director
Suman Chakraborty.

The institute applied to the
NMC earlier this year, seek-

ing approval for a 20-seat pro-.

gramme, Chakraborty said.

The visiting team inspect-
ed Dr B.C. Roy Medical Col-
lege on the IIT campus.

The team also visited
Syama Prasad Mookerjee In-
stitute of Medical Science and
Research, a hospital developed
by the institute at Balaram-
pur, on the campus outskirts,

where MD students will re- °

ceive hands-on training.

“To start a medical pro-
gramme, an institute must
be equipped with a medical
college supported by a hospi-

tal. We have both. If the coun-.

cil permits us, IIT is looking
forward to starting the pro-
gramme from the next aca-
demic year. We are ready and
are awaiting the outcome of
the visit,” Chakraborty said.
The IIT has also launched
a faculty of integrated health
science and technology and
appointed a dean of medical
science to oversee the new
course. The dean was present
during the NMC team’s visit.

An IIT official said the fac-
ulty was conceived to address
the growing convergence of
medicine and technology in
modern healthcare and its
employment potential. “The
team from the NMC has also
been updated about the launch
of the faculty, which will play
a crucial role in the launch
of the postgraduate pro-
gramme,” the official said.

Candidates will be selected
through NEET. The institute
has appointed 20 doctors to
teach students.

The IIT has sought approv-
al for six specialities, includ:
ing general medicine, radiolo-
gy, pathology, physiology and
community medicine. '

On May 17, 2007, then Pres-
ident A.P.J. Abdul Kalam laid
the foundation stone of the
Dr B.C. Roy Multi-Speciality
Medical Research Centre, en-
visaging an MBBS college and
asuperspeciality hospital.

However, IIT Kharagpur is
now entering medical educa-
tion through a PG pro gramme,
while its MBBS plan remai
on hold, apparently becau:ee%g
infrastructure constraints, «

At the institute’s annual
convocation on July 4, Bengal
health minister Sharad
Mukherjee urged the author:
ities to launch an MBBS pre-
gramme and offered the state
government’s support. ——

An official said the insti
tute’s primary focus remaingd
engineering. “It will take-us
time to think of launchifgg
MBBS,” the official said. ..

Last September, the II'T an-
nounced that the first surgery
had been successfully pex-
formed at the Syama Pr
Mookerjee institute. o,



