ECONOMY

B The State of inequality in india Report Released

The State of Inequality in India Report released recently, emphasises that wealth
concentration as a measure of inequality does not reveal the changes in the pur-
chasing capacity of households. Extrapolation of the income data from 2019-20
has shown that a monthly salary of Rs 25,000 is already amongst the top 10% of
total incomes eamed, pointing towards some levels of income disparity in 2019-20.
Among different employment categories, the highest percentage was of sy

employed workers (45.78%), followed by regular salaried workers (33.5%) and
casual workers (20.71%). The share of self-employed workers also happens to be

the highest in the lowest income categories. The country’s unempioyment rate is
4.8% (2019-20), and the worker population ratio is 46.8%. In the area of health
infrastructure; there has been a considerable improvement in increasrng the infra-
structural capacity with a targeted focus on rural areas. From 1,72.608 total health

centres in India'in 2005, total health-centres in 2020 stand at 1.85,505. According.|.

to the report, education and household conditions have improved enormously due
totargeted efforts through several social protection schemes, especially in the area
of water availability and sanitation that have increased the standard of living,
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